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SELECTED ITEMS
I  chose ten consecut ive books on one random CSM l ibrary’s  shelf.
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METHODS  
EXPERIMENTS
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Encyclopedias

Innovat ive
recipes

Cookery Books

Tradit ionnal
recipes

Essays

GenresMETHOD 1:  CATEGORIZING
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Case bound:  hard covers Perfect  bound:  soft  covers

BindingMETHOD 1:  CATEGORIZING
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I l lustrat ionsMETHOD 1:  CATEGORIZING

Scient i f icDecorat ive Histor ical
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PatternsMETHOD 1:  CATEGORIZING

Organic

Retro
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PhotosMETHOD 1:  CATEGORIZING
Textures c lose-up Immersive dressings DIY:  showing hands
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Adject ivesMETHOD 2:  L ISTING
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VerbsMETHOD 2:  L ISTING
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METHOD 
DEVELOPMENT
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FINDING

My catalogue is  a  set  of  10 books 
about cooking,  that  a l l  contain food 
recipes.

Although they offer a  huge var iety 
of  results,  recipes usual ly  work in 
the same way:

• 	 Name of  the recipe
• 	 Por t ions
• 	 L ist  of  ingredients 
• 	 Instruct ions
• 	 P ictures
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INTENTION

The recipe system seems very codif ied.  
The same rules are appl ied to obtain d iversed 
outcomes ( from the lobster ravio l is  to the 
chocolate truff les) .

I ’d  l ike to test  the creat ive potent ia l  of  the recipe 
system.

How to use the recipe system to create/achieve 
unexpected results?  
How can reorganiz ing recipes generate new 
informat ion? What type of  informat ion?
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METHOD REFORMULATION

REORDERING                       REMIXING                      REGENERATING

Use the exist ing recipe col lect ion 
as a database to generate new 
recipes.

Create unexpected recipes from 
exist ing recipes.



VICTORIA DE ROHAN CHABOT Unit  1 :  Methods of  cata loguing15

ASSETS IDENTIFICATION Name of  the recipes

Concise and c lear

Cultural  references

Detai led
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Main courses Cakes,  p ies,  
main courses

Pastr ies

Pies,  cakes, 
pastr ies

Port ionsASSETS IDENTIFICATION
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Numbers (d i f ferent  units  of  measure)
Carr iage returns

ASSETS IDENTIFICATION List  of  ingredients
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Numbering Step-by-step

Instruct ionsASSETS IDENTIFICATION
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Outcomes:  immersive,  p la in images Process:  showing hands

ASSETS IDENTIFICATION Pictures



VICTORIA DE ROHAN CHABOT Unit  1 :  Methods of  cata loguing20

LAYOUT RESEARCH

Pros

Cons

Interchangeabi l i ty 
Convenience & tangibi l i ty
Clar i ty 

Logic :  T i t le  and picture don’t  re late  
to  the content 
L imited number of  instruct ions
St i l l  very del iberate

#1

Bob Gi l l ,  A to Z ,  1962

• 	 A book divided into mult ip le  sect ions
• 	 Spira l  bound and no cover to a l low the 

most  random combinat ions 

Concept
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LAYOUT RESEARCH

• 	 D ig i ta l  template with 5 categor ies 
of  i tems (name of  the recipe,  l ist  of 
ingredients,  por t ions,  instruct ions and 
picture) . 

• 	 Form of  an app with a "random button" 
that  would shuff le  the i tems when played 
in  order to create tota l ly  unexpected 
recipes

• 	 Use of  AI  to  generate credible images 
from the mix of  recipes 

#2

Concept
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OUTCOMES

Pros

Cons

Variabi l i ty
Interchangeabi l i ty
Randomness
Credibi l i ty,  project ion 

Accuracy
Harmony
AI  l imits
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METHOD RETROSPECTIVE

From a set  of  10 cookery books of  a l l  t imes,  types, 
authors and tones,  I  ident i f ied a recurr ing recipe 
pattern.

I  mixed my archives into one huge database 
organised by assets of  recipes (name of  the recipe, 
por t ions,   l ist  of  ingredients,  instruct ions and 
picture) .  
The mix ing method I  exper imented refered to the 
cooking pract ice. 
I t  a imed to generate new f lavors from the exist ing 
ones shared in  the books. 

To me,  the generator system I  ended up with pays 
hommage to the authent ic  recipes of  the books, 
whi le  proving the creat ive potent ia l  of  the recipe 
system that  can lead to the most  surpr is ing results.

However,  I  struggled f inding a balance between 
authent ic i ty  and innovat ion in  the graphic choices. 
Also,  the proport ions,  stages of  the recipes st i l l 
lack of  accuracy and I  wonder i f  i t  could be an 
actual  tool  for adventurous cooks or no.
 



VICTORIA DE ROHAN CHABOT Unit  1 :  Methods of  cata loguing24

RecipesMETHOD 3:  REORDERING
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METHOD 3:  REORDERING
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METHOD 3:  REORDERING


